Delivery of dental care to persons with disabilities and other special populations.
Although humankind has long suffered from dental ills, and despite progressive efforts by the field of dentistry to provide dental healthcare in a compassionate and anxiety-free manner, the profession of dentistry has suffered a tarnished reputation. Going to the dentist is considered painful and induces fear among most people; however, this mindset is changing. Dentists of today are beginning to take their rightful place as integral members of the health care team, including disability management initiatives. The public and other health care providers are beginning to recognize the importance of oral health to the overall health of the body. Dental care is a vital component to rehabilitation planning. Unfortunately, some government agencies, insurance companies, and other policy making bodies have failed to grasp the importance of this concept. Also, professionals within the field of dentistry have not fully grasped the important of continued dental care for persons with disabilities, geriatric patients, the deinstitutionalized, and others in need of rehabilitation services. Problems associated with the delivery of dental care to patients with disabilities are discussed.